GEOG 371  Mexico and Central America

Legacy of the Spanish, the Hacienda, and Latifundismo
Late 1400s: The Moors in Spain were gradually driven out.  Society was structured with estates ruled by feudal lords and protected by caballeros (armed horsemen).

Spanish society was grouped in small units, with an aristocratic landlord and the caballeros, and the serfs who were dependent on the lords and the caballeros for protection.

characteristics this heritage:
-physical labor disdained

-soldiers aspired to be landholders, the more the better

-becomes latifundismo in Latin America
-the hacienda provided:


1. social prestige


2. economic security

typical hacienda:

-large land area

-central complex surrounded by high walls

-casa grande

-servants quarters

-church and school

-self-sufficient for basic food needs

-las milpitas maize parcels
-most produced some export products (eg wheat, hides)

a typical hacendado (owner):

-standard of living high

-diet varied and hearty

-children often educated in Europe

-family cosmopolitan

-might not actually live in the hacienda, may have home in Mexico City

-children never labored on the farm or in the house

-was godfather of the Indians’ children, and often their father

-was judge and protector “patron”

life in the hacienda:
-servants did nearly all household labor

-grounds and casa grande kept immaculate

-servants not allowed to eat with the owner or administrator

-servants generally farmed a small plot of maize (milpa) for much of food needs

-social barriers great between classes

-little education avail for servants
-frequent fiestas

Most large hacienda holdings broken up during and especially after the Mexican Revolution (after 1910).  This land reform was particularly significant in the Cárdenas Administration (late 1930s)
